[Radiofrequency thermal ablation of hepatic nodules: selection criteria for percutaneous treatment].
Radiofrequency thermal ablation (RFA) of liver tumor is done by percutaneous, laparoscopic and open surgical approach. Selection criteria for percutaneous or open surgical ablation of 54 hepatic lesions are here evaluated in 30 consecutive patients. Open surgical approach was performed in 9 cases only, 5 of them due to concomitant treatment of associated diseases. Number and size of the lesions did not interfere with surgical approach. Postoperative CT control showed no differences in terms of complete ablation of the tumor in between the two groups of patients. Percutaneous approach of RFA is gone to be in the future the modality of choice in these patients.